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Mobile Apps in Farm Management :  

 Source: Dr. Jordan Shockley, Extension Associate Professor 

       University of Kentucky 

Have you ever found yourself wishing there was an app for something while using 
your smartphone? You’re not the only one. The development of mobile apps for 
various needs is happening at a rapid pace. Why? According to comScore, 89% of all 
mobile minutes are spent on mobile apps. The top two categories for mobile app 
users are social media and news/information. In agriculture, there are mobile apps 
available that deal with an array of topics. CropLife puts out a list of the best 
agriculture apps every year. The majority of those mobile apps, and the most 
popular, are often agronomic or weather related. In the economic space, most of 
the available apps provide pricing information for marketing.  However, there are a 
host of available apps that can assist with farm management. 

I often get asked, “What is the best farm management app out there?” My 
colleague had the best answer to that question, “the best farm management app for 
farmers is the one that you will actually use!” Each app serves a different purpose 
and provides a different user experience.  We’ve recently created an extension 
publication that outlines all of the mobile apps we could find that help farm 
management and their availability on Apple or Google smartphones (publication 
found at the link below). If you want a more detailed description of each app, you 
can find it in the 2nd link below. I encourage you to download several apps and try 
them to see which works best for your specific situation or need. 
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‘Are Corn Yields increasing faster than Soybean 
Yields?’ 

Corn and soybean yields increased steadily since 

the beginning of the high-input era of agriculture in 
the 1940s and ‘50s. Improved varieties (hybrids) 
and better management practices drove these 
increases. Many producers believe that corn has 
benefited more from improved technology than soy-
bean. Are corn yields increasing faster than soybean 
yields?  

The fact that these two crops are very different lends 
credence to this observation. Corn is a grass of 
tropical origin with C4-type photosynthesis that 
produces a high starch seed. Soybean originated in 
northern China; it is a legume with C3-type 
photosynthesis that produces a seed containing high 
lev-els of oil and protein. Corn responds readily to N 
fertilizer; soybean, as a legume, makes is own N. The 
C3-type photosynthesis in soybean responds to 
higher CO2 concentrations in the air, corn does not. 
Historically more breeding effort has been allocated 
to corn than to soybean. Given these differences, it 
would not be surprising if there were differences in 
the rate of yield improvement. The evidence, 
however, suggests that the rates are about the same 
for both crops.  

One way to look at this question is to evaluate 
changes in the ratio of corn yield to soybean yield 
over time. The ratio will increase if corn yield is 
increasing faster than soybean yield. This ratio, 
calculated from average U.S. yields (after conversion 
from bushels/acre to pounds/acre), did not change 
from 1980 through 2019 (Figure 1). Yields of both 
crops increased steadily during this period, but the 
relative rate of increase was the same. Dr. Jim Specht 
at the University of Nebraska also found no 
difference in relative growth rates between the two 
crops.  

The ratio in Figure 1 fluctuated from year to year as 
the weather and growing conditions affected the 
yield of the two crops differently. In some years, corn 
was favored (higher ratio), in other years, soy-bean 
was favored (lower ratio), but, on the average, the 
ratio did not change.  

If we go farther back in time, back to the beginning of 
the high-input era of agriculture, the ratios (using 

average state yields from Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri) increased 
steadily from 1950 (when the ratio was 
approximately 2.0) through the late 1970s (high-
yield states) or 1980s (low-yield states) before they 
plateaued at approximately 3.0. During this early 
period, corn yields were increasing faster than 
soybean yields, so the ratios increased, but after they 
plateaued, there was no further change in the ratio 
through 2019, except for Iowa, where it increased 
very slow-ly (but significantly).  

Yield ratios did not change from 1972 through 2015 
in most of the counties in Kentucky and Nebraska 
(irrigated only). However, 30 of 47 counties in Iowa 
showed small, but significant, increases in the ratio, 
but they were usually less than 0.002 ratio units per 
decade. Four of the six counties in Kentucky with 
most of the soybeans double cropped after wheat 
also showed significant increases in the ratio over 
time, reflecting the lower rate of yield growth of the 
late planted double-cropped soybeans.  

Source: By Dr. Dennis Egli, Professor Emeritus, Uni-
versity of Kentucky Plant and Soil Sciences.  

 

Figure 1. Ratio of US corn yield to US soybean 
yield from 1980 to 2022. Yields were converted 
from bushels per acre to pounds per acre before 
calculating the ratio. Adapted from Egli, D.B. 2021. 
Applied Crop Physiology. Understanding the Fun-
damentals of Grain Crop Management.  
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Equine 
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Th e  U n i t e d  Stat e s  r e m a i n s  t h e  wo r l d ’ s  l a rg e st  p ro -
d u c e r  i n  2 0 2 3  a n d  i s  n ow  t h e  s e co n d - l a r g est  co n -
s u m e r  o f  b e e f  i n  t h e  wo r l d.  Th e  b e e f  i n d u s t r y  i n -
vo lv e s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  fa r m e r s ,  r a n c h e r s ,  
a n d  p r o c e s so r s  w h o  h e l p  k e e p  o u r  eco n o m y  s t ro n g  
&  fo o d  o n  o u r  ta b l e s .  

May is National Beef Month! 

The American beef industry raised approximately 28.4 billion pounds of beef in 
2022, accounting for just under 22% of the world’s total beef production. Ac-
cording to the USDA, tightening cattle supplies are expected to cause a signifi-
cant year-over-year decrease (around 6%) in domestic beef production — the 
first decline since 2015. 

With production down slightly, consumer prices are expected to rise, which may 
provide some relief to the industry, which has also suffered windfalls in the last 
three years due to ongoing drought conditions and inflating costs of production. 

Beef is an important source of nutrients that are vital for supporting good 
health, such as protein, Vitamin B12, zinc, iron, phosphorus, and selenium. And 
it’s not just about hamburgers and steak: foods containing gelatin (including ice 
cream and marshmallows), chewing gum, medicines, and soaps are among the 
many derivative products that rely upon the beef industry.  

Source:  RFD-TV   

https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/animal-products/cattle-beef/market-outlook/
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The Markets : 
 

Cattle prices were lower last week in most markets and futures prices 

declined last week. Feeder cattle futures contracts were down about $8 per 

cwt in trading last week but are currently up about $1 in today's trading.   

 

Source: MSU Department of Agriculture Economics  
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10 Backyard Chicken Basics’  

 Source: Jacquie Jacob, Extension Poultry Project Manager  

 Having a small chicken flock in the backyard is very popular these days. To 

have a successful flock producing eggs for your family, you’ll want to learn 

the basics.   

1. Make sure you check your local city and county ordinances to ensure 

you’re able to have a backyard flock. Some ordinances require a minimum 

amount of land and some subdivisions and homeowners’ associations have 

their own rules.   

2. Chickens require daily care. You must feed them, provide clean water and collect eggs every 

single day. Managing a small flock is an excellent opportunity to teach children a certain amount 

of responsibility, but ultimately, you’ll oversee the health and well-being of your flock.   

3. Birds get sick and it may be difficult to find a veterinarian to provide care for them.  

4. Cleanliness and sanitation are critical elements in caring for a small flock. Everyone must wash 

their hands before and after handling the birds. Also, no matter how tempting, avoid bringing 

your chickens into the house and don’t use your kitchen sink to wash equipment.  

5. Poop happens. Chickens eat a lot and hens use about 60% of the feed they consume and 

excrete the other 40% as manure. You must have a plan for that manure. One option is adding it 

as an odor-free fertilizer for your home garden.   

6. Keep it down. Chickens make noise. Only roosters crow, however, hens are not always quiet 

and can make a lot of noise letting everyone know they just laid an egg.  

7. The egg season will come to an end. Chickens stop producing eggs at some point in their 

lives and may live a long time beyond their egg-laying years. Have a plan for what you will do 

with hens that stop producing. If you keep them as pets, you’ll have to keep feeding them and 

providing other resources for their care.   

8. Housing is a big part of keeping a flock. Your birds will need a house that provides shelter 

from the weather, next boxes for egg laying and perches for roosting at night. Make sure 

housing is easy to clean and provides protection from predators. You’ll have to manage their 

bedding well to prevent rodents from making your chickens’ house their home.   

9. Scratch that. Chickens scratch when they forage. If you let hens run free, you may need to 

place a fence around your garden if you don’t want the birds to destroy it.   

Know how to get chicks. You will most likely want to raise your hens from chicks. You can buy 

them online and have them shipped to your home, but some suppliers have minimum quantities 

for orders. You may have neighbors or friends who also raise chickens willing to join you in an 

order. Remember you’ll need to provide new chicks with a heat source, such as a lamp, for at 

least six weeks.   
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Plate It Up Kentucky Proud Recipe 

 Start hay harvests for quality forage. 
Consider making baleage to facilitate 
timely cutting. 
 Seed warm season grasses for 
supplemental forage once soil 
temperature is at 60 F. 
 Clip, graze, or make hay to prevent 
seedhead formation. 
 Rotate pastures as based in height 
rather than time. 
 Consider temporary electric fencing to 
subdivide larger pastures and exclude 
areas for mechanical harvesting. 
Scout pastures for summer annual weeds 
and control when small. 

Forage Timely Tips: May 


