
 

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

Bourbon County Cooperative Extension Service 

Kimberly Wilson 
County Extension Agent, 

Ag and Natural Resources 

Bourbon County 

Extension Service 

603 Millersburg Road 

Paris, KY  40361 

Office:  (859) 987-1895 

Toll Free: 1-888-317-2555 

Fax:  (859) 987-3210 

 

January 

2017 

Save the Date 
Jan 19 - 20th  KCA Convention, Lexington KY 
 

Jan 24th   Cattle Handling & Care, BQA 5:00 PM 
 

Jan 30th       Pastures Please, Fayette Office 6:00 PM 
 

Feb 9th   Predator Control Mtg for Beef Cattle 

  Nicholas County Fairgrounds, 6:00 PM 
 

Feb 16th  Beef Cattle Market Mtg, Nicholas Co 6:00 PM 
 

Feb 15-18th  National Farm Machinery Show 

Feb 21st  KY Alfalfa & Stored Forage Conf., Cave City 

March 7th Farm Management Meeting, Bourbon Co. 5:30 PM 

March 9th  Tall Fescue Renovation Workshop 

DUE TO LIMITED SPACE IN OUR MEETING ROOM WE ASK THAT 

YOU RSVP TO ALL MEETINGS BY CALLING (859) 987-1895. 

CATTLE HANDLING AND CARE & BQA 

Bourbon County Extension Office 

 January 24th 5:00 pm 
 

 

Cost is $5 per producer and must be paid for producers to receive certification through the 

Kentucky Cattlemanôs Association.  
 

BQA Certification is required to participate in the Large Animal (Cattle) Investment Area of 

the CAIP program and to sell through the CPH 45 program. 

Beef Cattle Meetings at the Nicholas County Fairgrounds 
 

Predator Control for Beef Cattle (Black Vulture/Coyote), Mathew Springer 

February 9th 6:00 PM 

 

Beef Cattle Market Update, Dr. Kenny Burdine 

February 16th 6:00 PM 



GETTING THROUGH WINTER COLD CAN BE STRESSFUL FOR FARM ANIMALS 

By Aimee Nielson 

After a few weeks of above-average temperatures, 

Kentuckians will feel the chill with an early-January cold 

snap. University of Kentucky agricultural meteorologist 

Matt Dixon explained that the combination of cold air and 

winds create dangerous and emergency-category periods 

of livestock cold stress. 

Livestock producers should make sure animals have 

adequate shelter, water, dry bedding and feed to make it 

through cold spells. Pet owners should bring pets indoors. 

UK livestock specialists said animals have a higher 

requirement for energy in the colder months, so producers 

should have high-quality grains and forages on hand to 

meet their needs. 

ñThe average horse, with a lower activity level, should eat 

between 1.5 and 2 percent of its body weight in feed per 

day to maintain its weight,ò said Bob Coleman, equine 

extension specialist in the UK College of Agriculture, 

Food and Environment. ñThat feed requirement goes up in 

the winter as the horse uses more calories to keep warm.ò 

He recommended providing extra hay and making sure 

horses have shelter to get out of windy, damp weather. Itôs 

important for horses and all livestock to have access to 

clean, unfrozen water. 

Ambient temperatures can impact the amount of dry 

matter cattle eat, providing an opportunity to compensate 

for increased maintenance energy needs. Producers either 

need to increase their animalsô feed intake or increase the 

energy density of the diet by feeding higher quality hay or 

adding more grain or fat to the grain mix, said UK beef 

specialist Jeff Lehmkuhler. 

Lehmkuhler recommended that producers continue to 

monitor cows during the wintertime and make sure to 

maintain a healthy body condition. ñPoor quality hay may 

not provide adequate energy to maintain gestating cows 

that are entering the third trimester,ò he said. ñConsider 

having hay tested to determine if you need to supplement 

during times of possible cold stress, especially for the 

enduring cold spells.ò 

He said to consider separating younger and thinner cows 

that may not have the same internal insulation as 

conditioned older cows and supplement them accordingly 

or offer them higher quality forage if available. Horse 

owners can employ similar strategies and separate animals 

according to body condition score. 

ñProducers should move cows to fields with natural 

windbreaks or provide man-made windbreaks, which are 

not the same as a barn,ò Lehmkuhler suggested. ñPoorly 

managed barns combined with poor ventilation may 

actually hamper efforts to improve the environmental 

conditions. Lastly, remember it is energy or calories that 

are really needed. If the protein level in the forage is 

adequate, do not make supplement decisions based on 

protein level; rather purchase the most affordable 

calories.ò 

The lower critical temperature value for cattle is the 

lowest temperature or wind chill at which no additional 

energy is required to maintain core body temperature. ñAs 

the temperature declines below this lower critical value, 

the maintenance energy value for the animal is increased 

to maintain core body temperature,ò he said. ñAnimals 

maintain core body temperature by increasing their 

metabolism resulting in greater heat production, as well as 

other heat conservation strategies such as reducing blood 

flow to the extremities, shivering and increased intake.ò 

Lehmkuhler said several things can influence lower 

critical temperature value. ñBoth external and internal 

insulation influence the LCT. External insulation is 

basically the depth and thickness of the hair coat, 

condition of the hair coat and thickness of the hide,ò he 

said. ñThin-hided breeds such as dairy breeds tend to have 

a lower insulating factor than thick-hided breeds like 

Herefords.ò 

The hair coat acts as insulation similar to home attic 

insulation that traps air, enhancing the insulating value. If 

the hair is wet and full of mud, air is excluded, reducing 

the insulating value and increasing heat loss from the skin. 

Hair coat characteristics, such as density and moisture 

level, impact the temperatures at which cold stress is 

considered mild, moderate or severe. As little as 0.1 inch 

of rain can immediately impact cold stress severity by 

matting the hair down reducing its insulating ability. 

Acclimation time, hide thickness, fat cover and other 

factors will also influence the degree of cold stress that 

animals experience. 

For dairy animals, producers should make sure teats are 

dry before turning animals out when temperatures fall 

below 25 degrees Fahrenheit. Treat signs of frostbite 

immediately, since damage to the teat ends can quickly 

lead to damage of the keratin seal. That can, in turn, allow 

mastitis-causing bacteria to enter the udder. 

ñIf you turn out an animal with a wet udder or teats, 

frostbite is almost a certainty,ò said Michelle Arnold, UK 

extension veterinarian. The key is to give animals a draft-

free place to get out of the wind during extreme wind chill 

conditions. 

ñThe challenge is to make that space available and still 

provide enough ventilation to allow fresh air to circulate,ò 

she said. Dry bedding is also very important. If cows, 

goats or sheep lie in wet bedding, frostbite is a big risk. 

Producers also need to make sure the animalsô hair coats 

are kept dry and as clean as possible. 

ñPerhaps the most important thing producers can do is to 

take care of themselves in extreme cold,ò Arnold said. ñIf 

you get into trouble, you canôt be the caregiver to your 

livestock that you want to be.ò 

Keep an extra set of clothes and a blanket in the truck. An 

extra pair of dry boots is a great plan as well. 



University of Kentucky Ag Equine Programs will host 

the 6th Annual UK Equine Showcase and the 8th Annual 

Kentucky Breedersô Short Course Jan. 27-28, both at the 

Fayette County Extension office, 1140 Red Mile Place, 

in Lexington. 

The UK Equine Showcase will highlight the universityôs 

equine programs and relevant industry findings with an 

emphasis on immunology. It will run from 1 p.m. to 5 

p.m. Jan. 27. 

The Kentucky Breedersô Short Course is an in-depth 

program on horse management issues and will focus 

specifically on preventative measures designed to reduce 

the risks for introduction and transmission of infectious 

disease. It will run from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Jan. 28, with 

lunch provided. 

ñThis year our focus will be on biosecurity, an issue 

which should be of great interest to the audience. The 

program will feature presentations on various aspects of 

biosecurity ranging from the factors and concerns at the 

farm, clinic, state, national and international level,ò said 

David W. Horohov, chair of the UK Department of 

Veterinary Science and director of the Maxwell H. Gluck 

Equine Research Center within the College of 

Agriculture, Food and Environment. 

Topics and speakers for the UK Equine Showcase 

include: 

Equine vaccination, disease surveillance and monitoring 

utilizing geographic information system (GIS) and 

temporal spatial scan statistics in Kentucky, Barn 

Ventilation and New perspectives on foal nutrition 

Topics for the Kentucky Breedersô Short Course include: 

Biosecurity and infectious disease control, National 

biosecurity issues, International movement of horses, 

State veterinariansô perspective on biosecurity, 

Biosecurity in the hospital setting and on a breeding farm 

Both programs are open to veterinarians, owners and 

managers of all horse breeds or anyone with an interest 

in learning more about equine reproduction and topics 

concerning horse management. Continuing education 

credit for veterinarians and veterinary technicians is 

pending approval by the Kentucky Board of Veterinary 

Examiners. 

 

To register for the event, 

visit https://2017ukshowcaseshortcourse.eventbrite.com. 

UK Equine Showcase rates are $50 per person, or $40 

each when two or more people from the same 

organization register at the same time. Early registration 

rates for the Kentucky Breedersô Short Course are $75 

per person, or $65 each when two or more people register 

at the same time. Attendees can enroll in both the 

showcase and the short course for $100 per person, or 

$90 each when two or more people from the same 

organization register. Registration will close Jan. 23. 

UK is also accepting sponsor participation for the event. 

Display opportunities are available to participating 

organizations. Please email equine@uky.edu for details.  

College students are eligible for a reduced rate to the 

showcase and short course, but student space is limited 

and on a first-requested, first-served basis. Students or 

UK faculty interested in attending either or both days 

should email jenny.evans@uky.edu. For more details 

about this event and other information about UK Ag 

Equine Programs, visit http://www.ca.uky.edu/equine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook: 

Bourbon County UK Agriculture Extension  

facebook.com/BourbonANR 

 

Archived newsletters can be found online at: 

http://bourbon.ca.uky.edu/ 

UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS TO HOST EQUINE SHOWCASE, BREEDERS’ SHORT COURSE 

By Holly Wiemers 

https://2017ukshowcaseshortcourse.eventbrite.com/
mailto:equine@uky.edu
mailto:jenny.evans@uky.edu
http://www.ca.uky.edu/equine


36TH ANNUAL KENTUCKY ALFALFA AND STORED FORAGE CONFERENCE 
 

Please join the University of Kentucky and the Kentucky Forage and Grassland Council for the 36th Annual 
Kentucky Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference. This day long conference focuses on maximizing alfalfa 
utilization and producing quality stored forages. The conference will be held at the Cave City Convention 
Center. For more information and to register www.KYAlfalfa.eventbrite.com 

 

NOVEL TALL FESCUE RENOVATION WORKSHOP TO BE HELD IN LEXINGTON MARCH 9TH  
 

The University of Kentucky has partnered with the Alliance for Grassland Renewal to host a one day Novel 
Tall fescue Renovation Workshop on March 9th. The event, a duplicate of successful events in Oklahoma and 
Missouri, will provide producers with the tools and information to renovate toxic pastures and manage new 
stands of novel tall fescues. Speakers include local producers, company representatives and researchers from 
across the country. Classroom sessions will be held at the UK Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and hands-on 
activities will be conducted at the UK Spindletop Research Farm, both in Lexington. Early bird registration 
($60) includes refreshments, lunch and educational materials. More information and Registration can be found 
at www.kyfescue.eventbrite.com. 

 

PURCHASE IMPROVED CLOVERS FOR FROST SEEDING NOW  
Adding white and red clover to Kentucky pastures and hayfields is an excellent way to improve forage quality, 
forage yield, reduce fescue toxicity, and provide free nitrogen through N fixation. Frost seeding is mid-
February is usually considered the ideal time, but anytime in February is ok and even late January. The 
important thing is to have the seed on the ground when there are still 4-6 weeks of potential below freezing 
temperatures to allow sufficient ñfrost heavingò so the seed will be buried. Right now is the time to buy clover 
seed of improved varieties. If you wait until mid-February the best varieties may be sold out. Go to the ñ2016 
Long-Term Summary Reportò discussed above to choose the best varieties. For example, page 9 shows the 
highest yielding white clover varieties and page 7 shows the varieties that have the best tolerance to grazing. 
With white clover, many producers choose a variety that shows both good grazing tolerance and high yield. 
Variety choice definitely makes a difference. The lowest yielding white clover variety in our trials was only 
67% of average while the highest yielding was 132% above average.   

 

COST SHARE PROGRAM UPDATE 
Reminders for turning in completed projects: 

¶ NO CASH PURCHASES 

¶ No reimbursements for purchases from or payments to immediate family members 

¶ No purchase of transport equipment (trailers, wagons, carts) 

¶ No purchase of fertilizer, pesticide, herbicide, and soil amendments. Lime is covered. 

¶ Reimbursements for rental of spray equipment, safety switches & rollover bars have been added. 

¶ Certification for Educational Requirement (Purple Form) is required. You must attend an educational session and 

provide the signed form for reimbursement.  

¶ Only one individual per household is eligible to receive CAIP funds within a program year. If applicable, proof of 

residency may be requested to verify that multiple individuals within the same household are not applying.  

¶ Tenant farmers are required to obtain written permission from the landowner to use the landownerôs FSN on a 

CAIP application. Written permission must be submitted with the application to be eligible.  

¶ For funding, a producer must submit all paperwork: Producer Report, Educational Certification, Cancelled checks, 

receipts, pictures and any additional documentation required 

¶ Beef Quality Assurance Certification (BQA) is required for purchases made in the Large Animal category.   

¶ If you do not have a smart phone or digital camera, I am happy to visit your farm and take pictures of your 

completed project for you. Call to schedule a farm visit! You can email pictures of your completed project to 

kimberlywilson@uky.edu 



 




